
Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Mayor:
RESOLUTION 2015-349
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA, OPPOSING SEISMIC AIR GUN TESTING IN THE ATLANTIC OCEAN; SUPPORTING FEDERAL LEGISLATION PROVIDING FOR MORATORIUM ON SEISMIC TESTING; DIRECTING THE CHIEF OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO FORWARD THE RESOLUTION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville, Florida (the “City”) has a vested interest in any activity in the South Atlantic Outer Continental Shelf that could impact the City’s waters and beaches; and
WHEREAS, the City’s beautiful beaches and other natural treasures are a major attraction for visitors and a source of visual, recreational and environmental enjoyment for area residents and visitors alike; and 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that tourism related to a healthy and vibrant coastal environment serves as a major economic force benefiting the residents, property owners, and visitors of the City; and

WHEREAS, seismic testing in Atlantic Ocean waters is a first step toward allowing oil and gas drilling from Delaware Bay to Cape Canaveral; and

WHEREAS, the proposed seismic testing would use air guns firing intense blasts of compressed air over extended time periods and could prove harmful to or injure and kill marine mammals and fish; and

WHEREAS, a bipartisan coalition from the Florida Congressional delegation has indicated that, in Florida alone, seismic air gun testing will put 92,189 commercial and recreational fishing jobs and 293,385 tourism and recreation jobs in jeopardy; and 

WHEREAS, the City believes that we must support the economic vitality of communities on the Atlantic Ocean coast; and  
WHEREAS, Northeast Florida coastal communities such as the City of Atlantic Beach, City of Neptune Beach, City of Jacksonville Beach, City of St. Augustine, and City of Fernandina Beach are united in their opposition to seismic testing; and  
WHEREAS, research into the effects of seismic testing and the options for mitigation of those impacts to protect marine life remains incomplete; now, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.
  City Opposition to Seismic Air Gun Testing in the Atlantic Ocean.  That the City hereby expresses its opposition to seismic air gun testing in the Atlantic Ocean due to the potential destructive impacts on the City’s economy, marine wildlife, coastal ecosystems and our beachside communities.  
Section 2.  City Support for Federal Legislation Providing for Moratorium on Seismic Testing.  The City further expresses its support for the federal legislation known as S. 1171, introduced by U.S. Senator Bill Nelson on April 30, 2015, which seeks to establish a moratorium on seismic testing.
Section 3.  Directing the Chief of Legislative Services to Forward this Resolution.  The Council directs the Chief of Legislative Services to forward this resolution upon it becoming effective to the Duval County Congressional delegation and any necessary federal government agencies.
Section 4.
  Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.
Form Approved:

      /s/ Reba A. Abraham_____
Office of General Counsel
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